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AREA OF CRITICAL CONCERN BACKGROUND:

In December of 2006 Jefferson County adopted a new Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Code.
The County implemented Goal 8 of the Statewide Planning Goals and Guidelines (recreation)
and identified two sites in Jefferson County as “destination resort eligible.” Since then the
County’s adopted plan and code have been working through the appellate system, most recently
making their way to the Oregon Supreme Court.

As mentioned above, the County’s decision is still working its way through the Planning System
for resolution yet Governor Kulongoski requested the Department of Land Conservation and
Development to create an Area of Critical Concern (ACC) that would cover the entire Metolius
Basin. This ACC designation would prohibit resorts from the Metolius Basin despite Jefferson
County’s economic policy decision to permit such uses on two discrete sites in the county.
Unlike the other 8 counties in Oregon that have adopted resort-eligible maps, Jefferson County’s
policy decision is being challenged by the Governor and legislators outside of the region.

Over the next few months the ACC issue will be debated in a number of public forums. Your
support is sought to fight this unprecedented attack on Jefferson County’s ability to self-govern,
the State’s Planning System and the Metolian project. Below are six major topics that are related
to this issue. We encourage you to testify in opposition to this proposed designation. Please write
a letter or email to one or all of the decision makers in this matter (listed at the end of this
document) or attend the ACC hearings and testify in person. The following topics are provided to
help frame your arguments:

TOPICS FOR LETTERS

Preserve Local Control. Local governments are best suited to resolve local issues. Jefferson
County made a policy decision to add destination resorts as a possible use on two sites in the
County. This was an economic development policy decision that 8 other Counties in Oregon
have also adopted. The State has not stepped in to prohibit the siting of resorts in those Counties.
Jefferson County should be no different.

Equity. Jefferson County followed the same rules (Oregon Revised Statute 197.455) in
choosing its economic development policy as the other 8 counties in Oregon that permit resorts.
The State was notified of the County’s intent to adopt such a map in April of 2006. The record
for public comment on Jefferson County’s policy choice regarding siting of Destination Resorts
closed in December 2006. Jefferson County needs to be held to the same standard as every other
County in the state, not to arbitrary and capricious standards introduced into the process 2 years
after the local government made its decision.



Need for Area of Critical Concern. The Governor continues to claim that this ACC
designation is necessary to protect the basin from large scale development. However, there are
no facts that support his claims. The letters he obtained from numerous state agencies do not
describe a situation where carefully planned resorts will harm the Metolius River and the
surrounding environment. Public policy needs to have a solid foundation in fact not emotion.
There is no “smoking gun” identifying the demise of the basin due to careful resort development.

Economic Development. The Governor has encouraged sustainable and green technologies
as well as tourism to provide a cornerstone of the State’s economic development plans. Over the
past 20+ years Central Oregon has made a conscious decision to transition from its resource
extractive roots to creating an economy that is largely focused on tourism. The witch hunt from
legislators outside the Central Oregon region to curtail this area’s predominant industry is
unacceptable.

New Approach to Development: The ACC designation and other proposed methods of
prohibiting Metolian will kill the State’s (and the Nation’s) first resort that will build in
sustainability from the start. Metolian will demonstrate how to layer different strategies to reduce
and avoid adverse impacts while providing real capital to environmental projects within the basin
through the Metolian Natural Capital Fund. No other development has provided this type of
stewardship to an area that needs it. The budgets for state and federal agencies charged with
managing the forest do not and will not contain the necessary capital to rehabilitate the basin.
Metolian will demonstrate how development and environmental stewardship go hand in hand.

Certainty of Land Use System. Oregon’s legendary Land Use Planning System is viewed as
a leader in the planning world. The approach recognizes that there are urban and rural issues that
are best guided through Statewide Goals yet implemented locally to address issues and concerns.
The Governor’s desire to implement the Area of Critical Concern shows he doesn’t support or
trust the system that has been in place for 30 years. Further, this action sends a very bad message
to local governments. Local jurisdictions can follow all of the state’s rules to adopt specific
policy choices yet if certain politicians do not like the outcome of the process, the Governor and
DLCD will step in to prohibit such policy. These types of action only introduce uncertainty and
capriciousness into the State’s heralded land use system. This sets horrible precedent and
undermines the legitimacy of the Oregon Planning System.



WHO TO CONTACT:

Elected Officials & Cabinet Members

Governor Ted Kulongoski

160 State Capitol

900 Court Street

Salem, Oregon 97301
http://governor.oregon.gov/Gov/contact _us.shtml

Governor’s Natural Resources Office
Attn: Michael Carrier

900 Court Street

Salem, Oregon 97301
michael.carrier(@state.or.us

Representative Dave Hunt

Office of the Speaker, Room 269

Attn: Debbie Koreski, Legislative Director
900 Court Street

Salem, Oregon 97301
rep.davehunt(@state.or.us

Senate President Peter Courtney
900 Court Street, S-201

Salem, Oregon 97301
sen.petercourtney(@state.or.us

Senate Majority Leader Richard Devlin
Senate Majority Office

Salem, Oregon 97301
sen.richarddevlin@state.or.us

House Land Use Committee

Representative Mary Nolan, Chair
900 Court St. NE, H-295

Salem, OR 97301
rep.marynolan(@state.or.us

Representative Sal Esquivel, Vice-Chair
900 Court St NE, H-483

Salem, OR, 97301
rep.salesquivel@state.or.us
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House Land Use Committee (cont’d)

Representative Chris Garrett, Vice-Chair
900 Court St. NE, H-377

Salem, OR, 97301
rep.chrisgarrett@state.or.us

Representative Brian Clem
900 Court St. NE, H-284
Salem, OR, 97301
rep.brianclem@state.or.us

Representative Jean Cowan
900 Court St. NE, H-376
Salem, OR, 97301
rep.jeancowan(@state.or.us

Representative Mitch Greenlick
900 Court Street

900 Court St. NE., H-492
Salem, OR, 97301
rep.mitchgreenlick@state.or.us

Representative Bruce L Hanna
900 Court St NE H-395
Salem, OR, 97301
rep.brucehanna(@state.or.us

Representative Matt Wingard
900 Court St. NE, H-474
Salem, OR, 97301
rep.mattwingard@state.or.us

Land Conservation and Development Commissioners

Dennis Derby

Double D Development Inc.
10275 SE Crescent Ridge Loop
Portland, OR 97086
dderby@aol.com

Hanley Jenkins*

1001 4th Street, Suite C

La Grande, OR 97850
hjenkins@union-county.org
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Land Conservation and Development Commissioners (cont’d)

Tim Josi

201 Laurel Avenue
Tillamook, OR 97141
tjosi@co.tillamook.or.us

Margaret Kirkpatrick
NW Natural Gas

220 NW 2nd Ave.
Portland, OR 97209

Christine M. Pellett*

Siskiyou Real Estate Appraisal
972 Old Stage Road

Central Point, OR 97502
cpellett@newflora.com

John VanLandingham

Lane County Law and Advocacy Center
376 SE 11th Ave.

Eugene, OR 97401

Marilyn Worrix
516 NE 3rd St.
McMinnville, OR 97128

*Will serve as sub-committee members for initial ACC hearings.

Thank you for taking the time to review this material. We appreciate your interest and encourage
you to write or testify on any of the issues raised in this document. Metolian takes its stewardship
responsibilities very seriously and only wants what is best for the continued health of the basin.
The ACC designation would prohibit Metolian from moving forward and leave the basin without
the financial stewardship necessary to truly save the Metolius Basin.

For more information, please contact:

Jon Skidmore, Metolian Project Manager
jon@metolian.com

tel: 541.350.3783

or info@metolian.com
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